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Ain’t That a Shame

What to do when bad grammar happens to good characters

A parent of a second grader was upset by the bad grammat used 3
in the “Junie B. Jones" series. What should [ tell her? a
The “Junic B. Jones” series is casy fo read and cxllcmclti
funny--no wonder emerging readess love it Eaplain to the H
parent that the dialogae simply reflects the age of the maing
character. Most five- and six-vear-olds haven't nastered thets
aes of grinumn—and neither has Junie B. You might e]-_J,'
courage the parent and child o read alood together one u‘_'
the boaks. Then, suggest that the parent 1ead aloud e sami
story, 1his thne using proper grammur in place of the offcmh
ing phrases: How do those chianges affeet the book's 1\1!!5{
and humor? That's a great way for parents and children 160
see hose language and dialogue are vsed in literature, May b
that activity will elp the parentsce June B thrcugh the eyes!
Uril )'Ulll]g ]("E.l(l(?l. t'
Qur public llbrary has a large graphic navel collection. But late-
ly, same of our staff have complained that many of the graphic
naovels are demeaning to women. How do | deal with that?

Remind thens that graphic novels me selected using the sine
standards hat apply to other library matevials, Also remind
them it before vou order thenm, you consull reviews in es-
blished review resowiees, sich as School Library Journul
and Bookhist,

Of course, some graphic novels are serials: so libravies iy
subscribe (o then just as they do magazines. Just becanse
a patron or stalf member is offended by a particular article
or ad in a speeific issue of a nagazing, hal doesnt meun
the library showld cancel its sibseription. I grew ap read-
ing Archic comic buoks, leaturing Veronica and Betty, wha
were portrayed as being large busted and Elirtations. But [
never saw (his as demeaning, | simply tooked forward to the
next issie. The comie baoks of my youtl hase given brth
to today’s graphic wovels, which have hecone a serions art
form. In fact, one of them, Gene Luen Yangs Amcrican Born
Chinese (Lirst Second, 2006), was the winner ol the 2007
Printz Award, honoring excelleuce in young adult blerature.
Young readers have embraced graphic novels—it's time for
libratians lo do the saine
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We've observed Banned Books Week far years, but aur new
principal wants us to discontinue the practice. She doesn’t feel
that Banned Book activitles are curriculum based and fears
they may actoally lead to more challenges. How can | help her
see the importance of this special week?

Manv school adivinistritors need o be convineed  that
Banned Bocks Week is important. bet vour principal kuay
{hat the purpose of the abservance is to ke Americinsg
aware of their Finst Amendnient rights. Yo'l ulso want 10
explain that although the titles fealived in the American Li-
brary Association’s Banned Books Week matetials have becu
challenged. most of them have never heen banned. That's
largely due to the efforts of libravians, hooksellers, and the
national sponsars of Banned Books Week, wha have de-
fended our freedon o read.

Lvery school in onr nation {caches ils students ahont e
Uniled States Constitulion-—so Baymed Beoks Week is appli-
cable to vorr errrienlwn, Ask a sovial studies and language
arts teacher o help you develop Banied Books Week activitics.
That type of reannwork may help change vour principal’s mind

Our faculty doesn't understand the differences among a cen-
sored book, a banned baok, and a challenged book. Can you
please glve me a simple explanation to share with them?

A boak is censored when somemne alters or blacks out its
words or visual images because ey disapprove of e mies:
sage. For examiple, in some instances, markers have been
used to “clothe” nude iwnages in hiveary art books. Those aec
bhlatant acts of censarship. A haned book is one that has been
removed from a library or classtoom beeause au individual or
commitlee doesn’l hink that patrons should have access to
i, A challenged book is one whose content has been ques-
tioned. Schools and libearies should have a policy that deals
with chiallenged materials, Tn miest cases, these fitles remain
i the library antit the chidlenge Las heen resolved,

Pat Svales is a spakespersor: jor First Amendment issues and g
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