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Ask students to write a character analysis on Ramona to find out who she really is. As
students are reading, they should keep a list of things that describe her, such as physical
characteristics, personality traits, motivations, thoughts/feelings, relationships, etc.

Introduce students to the cluster chart below as a way to organize their information before
writing a first draft of their character analysis. Students should label each box with a
separate category and then fill in the appropriate information from their notes. After they've
written their first draft with specific examples pulled from each category, they can share
their work with a peer for feedback and make revisions for a final draft. ,
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CCSS — RL.3.3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events.
W.3.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
and editing. Activities prepared by Susan Geye, Coordinator of Library Scrvices, Everman, Texas.
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Keeping a journal can be both entertaining and rewarding for students; in addition,
journal writing can increase students’ writing fluency and enhance vocabutary and
grammar skills. Here are some helpful tips to get started:

GEVERLY CLEARY
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1. Let your students select the type of journal they want to use: spiral or
composition notebook, leather-bound journal, or blank journal that can be
decorated.

2. Provide journal prompts to make it easier for students to find something to
write about. Create a journal “idea jar” to help students select a topic. Write
different prompts on separate pieces of bright-colored paper, then fold and
place them in a large jar. Students can reach into the jar and select one to
begin their writing. See prompts/ideas below.

. Teach students how to use images and descriptions in their writing so
that they paint a picture using words in each entry.

4. Find ways to value students’ writing. Give them opportunities to share
their journal entries with a partner, small group, or the class; receive

written feedback from the teacher; and select and revise a favorite
\

journal entry. ﬁ
.
i
CCSS — W.3.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
W.3.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

Activitics prepared by Susan Geye, Coordinator of Library Services, Fverman, Texas,
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ROWING UP .. RAMONA-STULE 4

When Ramona looks at her new baby sister, Roberta, she realizes how much she has
grown up and learned in the nine years since she was a baby. In Ch. 9 of Ramona
Forever, Ramona thinks about some of the experiences she has had over the years.

the lessons she has learned from them. Afterward, have students assume the voice
of Ramona and provide “big sister advice” to Roberta in a written piece. Compile
students’ writing and create a mini-book on growing up.

_BEVERLY CLEARY |
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CCSS — W.3.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details,

and clear event sequences. Activities prepared by Susan Geye, Coordinator of Library Services, Everman, Texas.
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A HAPPY QUIMBY FAMILY

;HE Acnvwz

More than anything, Ramona wants her family to be happy. But sometimes she focuses sm'rem_yar:)m_v_
on problems and doesn’t see the love and joy her family shares. Ask students to
identify and list pieces of evidence from the Ramona books to show that the Quimbys
are a happy family. For example, in Ramona Quimby, Age 8 (Ch. 9), Ramona refers to
her family as a “nice sticking-together family.”

/

After discussing students’ findings, ask them to write about what makes a happy
family. They should provide examples to support their opinions either from their own
experiences or from their reading. Then ask students to read their pieces aloud in

a small group and ask the others to voice their opinions on whether they agree or
disagree and why.

N

THE EVIDENCE:

\.

CCSM — W.3.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

Acuivirics prepared by Susan Geye, Coordinator of Library Services, Everman, Texas,

www.beverlycleary.com © www.dropeverythingandread.com * www.faccbook.com/beverlyclearybooks
HARPER

An Imprin: of HarperLollinsPublishers

a N

reproduce and distribute this page has been granted by the copyright holder, l-Iarpc:I-Col}.i.n.i rublishers: All rights

ved. Art by Jacqueline Rogers. ® 2013 HarperCollins Publishers,

Permis




" THE WORLD OF RAMONA TEACHING GUIDE

Read-Alouds

The Ramona books are wonderful read-alouds.
Teachers may want to read all eight books to
the class over the course of the year, or they

may decide to select the books that take place
in the same grade that their students are
in. Parents interested in reading to their
children at home may want to follow
the teacher’s lead and make sharing the
Ramona books a family activity.

(" QuggesTions for CLagsroom Ue

ExTengion AcTiviTie$

Reading

“T can’t read and it isn’t fair,” protests Ramona in Beezus and
Ramona. Throughout the series, Ramona’s love affair with books
grows. As a preschooler, her favorite picture books are about
steam shovels with lots of noises and fairy tales with witches,
goblins, and ogres. At night, however, she prefers cozy stories
about bears and bunnies. When Ramona daydreams about having
her mother to herself in Ramona and Her Mother, she imagines
her mother selecting books from her bookcase that she enjoyed
hearing as a child. Using the descriptions Beverly Cleary provides
in the various Ramona books, ask students to figure out which
books might be in Ramona’s bookcase. Set up a Ramona book-
case in the classroom and invite students to read the books that
Ramona loves.

In Ramona Quimby, Age 8, Ramona is pleased that she can now
read chapter books and is delighted to discover that she can read
the menu at Whopperburger without relying on the pictures.
Have students reflect upon their experiences learning to read.
Ask them to write journal entries in which they try to remember
what it was like not knowing how to make sense of the printed
word.

8pelling

In fourth grade, Ramona is faced with the daunting task of
improving her spelling. She finds it tedious to look up words and
appreciates people who know what she means and let misspelled
words pass. Unfortunately, Mrs. Meacham demands correct
spelling and precision of language. She is proud of Ramona and
Daisy when they reprimand an accountant for using “gonna”
and “‘shoulda” in an advertisement. Challenge students to bring
in examples of misspelled or nonexistent words that they find in
newspapers, magazines, books, and elsewhere.

Independent Reading

Mrs. Whaley, Ramona’s third-grade teacher in Ramona Quimby,
Age 8, gives the class DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) time.
Ramona enjoys reading independently without having to write
summaries or list vocabulary words. Encourage students to read
the Ramona books during DEAR periods in their classes.

Literature Circles

Arrange for four to six students to meet as a literature circle to
discuss the Ramona books. By sharing their reactions, opinions,
and feelings with their classmates, students will better be able to
understand and appreciate Ramona’s experiences. Each literature
circle should prepare a project based on its book(s) to present to
the class.

Creative Writing

In Ramona and Her Father, Beezus, who dreads creative writing
because she does not believe she is imaginative, is relieved

when the assignment is: “interview some old person and ask
questions about something they did when they were our age.”
The interviews written by Beezus’s classmates are to be compiled
into a class book. Help your students enter Beverly Cleary’s world
by giving them this same assignment.

Throughout the books, Mr. Quimby spouts wise sayings he
learned from his grandmother. Ask students to compile the wise
sayings of Mr. Quimby’s grandmother and discuss what they
mean. Encourage students to add some of their family sayings to
the collection and also to write some of their own.

Art

Ramona enjoys crayoning because it makes her troubles fade.

She and her father work on drawing the longest picture in the
world on a roll of shelf paper. They draw the state of Oregon by
choosing important landmarks, such as the interstate highway and
Mount Hood. Assign pairs of students this same project using a
different state. What landmarks do they select for their pictures?

Drama

Beginning in Ramona the Pest, Ramona notices many things about
grown-ups. Her general observation is that most grown-ups don’t
understand children’s feelings, and she is happy when she finds
one who does—at least sometimes. Drawing on Ramona’s
running commentary about grown-ups throughout the eight
books, have students make a list of Ramona’s rules for how
grown-ups should behave. Students should then create a dramatic
presentation designed to inspire adults to behave better.

Teaching Guide created by Elizabeth Poe, West Virginia University.
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THE WORLD OF RAMONA TEACHING GUIDE

Ramona’s LasTing Appeal

Ramona Quimby has been a favorite character for several generations of readers. The stories about Ramona continue to appeal to
children because they provide comfort, humor, and insight as well as entertainment. Many people feel that they, or someone they know,
have a litle—or maybe a whole lot—of Ramona in them. Readers of all ages can relate to Ramona because she experiences the same
emotions—fear, disappointment, anger, confusion, and joy—that all children experience. Knowing that children and adults enjoy
spending time with her in the world that Beverly Cleary created would undoubtedly bring Ramona the same deep satisfaction that

we derive from reading her books.

AbouT The Ramong Book$

Beezus and Ramona \ﬂ S 5__)

In Beezus and Ramona, Beezus, who is just turning ten, finds
four-year-old Ramona to be an exasperating little sister—one
who invites her nursery school friends to an unplanned party,
takes one bite out of each apple in the box, and spoils her
birthday cake—twice.

Ramona the Pes{Qo\ ‘e%)

Ramona becomes the focus of Beverly Cleary’s next book,
Ramona and the Pest, in which Ramona goes to kindergarten.

She is disappointed when they do not learn to read on the first
day. Getting new red rain boots helps her feel better, as does being
the “baddest witch in the world” for Halloween, but Ramona
becomes a temporary kindergarten dropout when she succumbs
to temptation and pulls Susan’s enticingly springy cutls.

Ramona the BraveC\Q7 5,3

First grade gets off to a bad start in Ramona the Brave when the
class teases Ramona for exaggerating about the hole “chopped”
in her house for the extension that will be her new room. This
year she must adjust to her mother working part-time, and, as it
turns out, the fear of sleeping alone in her new room. However,
learning to read excites Ramona, making first grade worthwhile

after all.

Ramona and Her Fafhequ’f-l

In the Newbery Honor Book Raona and Her
Father, Ramona is starting second grade when
Mr. Quimby loses his job. Ramona worries

because her unemployed father is often cross,

her mother is anxious about money, and
Beezus, who has reached a difficult age,
is frequently disagreeable. Ramona is
determined to save her father’s life by helping
him quit smoking. When Mr. Quimby finds
another job, Ramona’s family seems to be
returning to normal.

Beverly Cleary presents five years of Ramona’s life in eight delightful chapter books:

Ramona and Her MoiherL\q 7 C\

Ramona and Her Mother begins on New Year’s Day with a
celebration of Mr. Quimby’s new job. Mrs. Quimby continues

to work, so Howie’s grandmother looks after Ramona. Ramona
longs to be her mother’s girl, as people say Beezus is. She decides
to run away from home, but when her mother tells her that she
could not get along without her, Ramona’s hurt feelings dissolve.

Ramona Quimby, Age 8 \q QI)

Raniona starts third grade in the Newbery Honor Book
Ramona Quimby, Age 8.This year she rides the bus across town
to Cedarhurst Primary School. Anxious for her father to find

a job that he likes, Ramona is happy when he returns to college
to become an art teacher. She tries to uphold her responsibility
to the family by being nice to Willa Jean while Howie’s grand-
mother watches them after school.

Ramona Foreve \‘i < L}

Ramona’s resolve to be helpful Willa Jean crumbles in
Ramona Forever when she realizes that Howie’s grandmother, Mrs.
Kemp, does not like her. The Quimbys decide that Beezus and
Ramona can stay by themselves after school. Ramona is dismayed
when Howie’s uncle Hobart and her aunt Beatrice announce
their marriage plans. At the wedding, Ramona and Uncle Hobart
make their peace, and she warms to Mrs. Kemp. The birth of the
fifth Quimby, Roberta, expands Ramona’s happy family.

Ramona's World \Cﬁ‘\)

Beverly Cleary brings ona’s life full circle in Ramona’s World.
Ramona is now an older sister, and she is the same age that
Beezus was in the first book. Beezus, who is in high school,
continues to provide Ramona with glimpses of what lies ahead.
Their father, although not an art teacher, has a job that supports
his family and is once again good-natured. With a baby in the
house, Ramona’s mother no longer works outside the home,
which allows Ramona more of the mother-daughter moments
she cherishes. Ramona is happy and eager to enter the tenth, or
zeroteenth, year of her exciting life.

www.beverlycleary.com
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A ConversaTion w/iTh Beverly CLeary 7

What ingpired you to
create the character

of Ramona?

Well, she was really an
accidental character. When

I was writing Henry Huggins,
it occurred to me that all the
children appeared to be only
children. I thought I should
put somebody else in, so I was
starting to put in a little sister
and someone called out to a neighbor who was named Ramona,
so I called Beezus’s little sister Ramona. She has continued to
grow in the books, somewhat to my surprise. I hadn'’t really
intended to write so much about her, but there she was. She
kept hanging around, and T kept having Ramona ideas.

How do you approach writing a Ramona book?
Oh, very messily. [ usually start with a couple of ideas, not
necessarily at the beginning of the book, and I just write. Some-
times I have to go back and figure out how a character got to a
particular part. In Ramona and Her Father,T wrote the part about
the sheep costume last. Actually, I was asked to write a Christmas
story about Ramona for one of the women’s magazines. I did
this, and called it “Raamona and the Three Wise Persons.” But in
writing the story, I was thinking how Ramona got to the point
where she was wearing a sheep costume made from old pajamas.
So after that story was published, I wrote how she got to that
point. So in this case, I wrote the last chapter first.

Of course this is against everything people are taught about
writing, but I don’t believe that outlining works for fiction
because if you have it all worked out, it becomes boring. So [
just write. I really enjoy revising more than writing. I love to
cross things out and cut a page down to one paragraph. I think
sometimes beginning writers are so impressed with what they

Laura Ingalls Wilder Award

¢« Newbery Honor for Ramona and Her Father
» Newbery Honor for Ramona Quimby, Age 8
* Newbery Medal for Dear Mr. Henshaw

« American Library Association’s

www.beverlycleary.com

have written that they can’t really judge it. T know I wouldn’t
want to see anything published as I wrote it initially because it
changes so much in the writing. I revise until a little light bulb
clicks off and I know it’s done. I just know when it feels right.
My first editor told me I was an intuitive writer. I hadn’t really
thought about myself that way, but T guess she was right.

Were you taught creative writing in school?

Oh no, goodness no. I didn't have anything like creative
writing until I was in the eighth grade, when the Portland
School System changed to the platoon system, and we had
some younger teachers who were more creative than those I'd
had before. I'm surprised sometimes that I've written anything.
We were always supposed to produce things exactly the same,
but these younger teachers encouraged creativity. And the school
librarian took a special interest in me. She encouraged me by
saying that someday I should write for children. It seemed like
a good idea.

There is a thirteen-year age gap between the time
you wrote Beezus and Ramona and its first sequel,
Ramona and the Pest. What made you decide to
revisit Ramona?

Oh, I kept thinking about her. She was around in Ribsy and in
several of the other books about Henry Huggins and his friends,
and my editor had wanted me to write a book about her for
years. But Ramona would be in kindergarten, and I hadn’t gone
to kindergarten and didn’t know anything about kindergarten.
But as the years passed, I had twins who went to kindergarten.
Twins are a great advantage because they compare notes at the
dinner table. I learned a lot about kindergarten that year and felt

I had enough knowledge to write about it. Now the moment was
right, so I did it.

AccLaim for Beverly CLeary

Beverly Cleary, a perennial favorite among children, has received more than
thirty-five state awards for her books—all based on the votes of young readers.
Other awards for Beverly Cleary include:

e Catholic Library Association’s Regina Medal

¢ University of Southern Mississippi’s
Silver Medallion

¢ Children’s Book Council Everychild Award
¢ Library of Congtress “Living Legend”




