Pooh and his friends in the Hundred Acre Wood have
lived In the hearts and minds of readers for 75 years.
Celebrate Pooh's birthday {Oct. 14th) with a “smackerel"
of activities that are bound (o leave you humming!

The Thoughiful Spot

Just like Pooly, everyone needs @ quict place! Create a
“thoughtful spot™ to help students think and reflect.
Place a comfortable chair ar several Noor pilloss

in o small corner, Decorate the area with natural

olyecrs and inspirational messages. Provide Wit

paper and pencils for journaling,
[nvire students o use this space o
- ® work eut conflicts with classmares
® solve a personal problem
® gather ideas for wriring
(\ ® plan projects ogether
e
\Poch’s a Poet!
{Did You Know 1t?)
ACAL Milne's Winnie-the-Pook and The House at Pooh
Comer contain many whimstcal poems, made up by none
othes than Pool himself. As you discover a "l {as
Pooh likes to call them) rype it and ask students o ilfus-
reate. Compile the poems into a book to shace.
Encourage students to add their own “humms.”

North Pole “Expotition”
Llse Pool's expedition (or “expotition” as he calls it)
ag inspiration {or your cwn ismainegy trip. Read aloud
Chapter VI of Winnie-the-Pooh in whick Pool and hus
pals find the North Pole (they misrake it for a *pole”
stuck in the dirt). Then have students create labeled
drinwings 1o represent their own inages of the North
Pole. The next day, students can dress in boots (like
Christopher Rabin) and come armed with “provisions”
(snacks). Togedher, eliare o ronte o the Nosth
"'i-\.t Pole and “pack™ suircases wirh student-drawn
F00 N pictures of clothing and equipment. Use
. ' books and Web sites to help students on
A their rravels, Upon return, ask students
“ to draw a second pretwre of the North
::}‘ Pole. How has their image changed?
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Pooh Trivia

As you read Winnie-the-Pooh and The House ar Pooh
Corer, challenge students o invent their own Pooh triv-
1 gare. Here are a few questions o get you started:
What is Winnie-the-Poolvs real name? (Edward Bear);
Wha is Trespassers Will? (Piglet's grandfatlier); and
What pame did Pooh invent? (Poohsricks)

What a Character

Piglet is cautious, Beyore is fretful. Pooh is...
well, Pooh-like! Help students berter under-
v stand each eharacter. Divide students into
;- eight groups and assign each group a differ-
ent character, such as Rabbit, Roo, or
Tigger. On a sheer of chan paper, have
each group list words or phrases that
7y deseribe their character, Each group
can then share their “character
skerch™ wirh their classmages. Invite
students to answer the question, *Which
character do you identify with the most and why?"' Have
children who chose the same characrer get together and
come up with reasons for their choice. Wendy Wise Borg,
Maurice Hawk School, Princeton Jumetion, NJ




